T o these might be added an eighth classification, Acts of Parliament.
T h e major portion of the documents are published by His Majesty's Stationery Office. This office is also charged with their distribution and sale.
Established at the latter end of the eighteenth century as a government stationer's office, its functions are similar in many respects to those of the United States Government Printing Office and of the Superintendent of Documents.
T h e following current official lists are issued by the Stationery Office:
Great
Britain. Stationery Office.
Government

Publications.
1936 to date.
Issued monthly (with a subject index through May, 1940 Preceded by the following publications: Quarterly List of Official and Parliamentary Publications, March 1894-1896 . 2 Quarterly List of Official Publications, 1897 Publications, -1921 Quarterly List of Parliamentary Publications, 1897 -1921 
Non-Parliamentary
Papers is a handicap to the user of British government documents.
Parliamentary Publications
Parliamentary Papers are all those papers presented to Parliament ordered to be laid on the T h e House of Commons arranges its sessional papers for binding in a different fashion from that in which they first appear. They are arranged thus:
1. Public Bills. 2. Reports from Committees, Standing t 5 B e l l o t , H . H . " P a r l i a m e n t a r y P r i n t i n g , 1660-1 8 3 7 . "
{In L o n d o n . U n i v e r s i t y . I n s t i t u t e o f H i st o r i c a l R e s e a r c h . Private bills printed at the expense of the proposer are available only from these private sources and are not collected in the sessional papers.
Inside the four groups listed above, the arrangement is alphabetical by subject. 
Reports of Committees and Commissions
Although the reports of the various Parliamentary committees and commissions are published in the Parliamentary Papers, the minutes of evidence and appendices are sometimes published as Non-
Parliamentary
Papers.-This fact should not confuse one accustomed to using United States documents since the hearings, on which reports published in the Congressional set are based, are very rarely published in the Congressional series. Royal commissions are appointed by the Crown, sometimes at its own discretion and sometimes on the advice or demand of one or both Houses.
T h e y differ from the select committees of either House which are appointed from the House naming the committee, and the departmental committees which are selected from the departments with an occasional outsider included. Another type of committee which is of interest, is the department advisory committee, which has grown increasingly common since 1918. 9 Royal commissions have played an important part in the government of Great Britain. T h e first one was appointed in 1386. Quite often the report of the commission is known by the name of the chairman,^ fact which is often a source of considerable confusion to users of these reports. For instance, the report of the Indian Statutory Commission is known as the Simon Report from the name of its chairman, Sir John Simon.
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Royal commissions are independent except for the control of the Treasury over their expenses. S i d n e y Webb says of them, . . . They are frequently set up as a safety valve, or a channel for current agitations and counter agitations so as to enable the government, Parliament, and public opinion to test the value of, and to estimate the force behind, each of these agitations. From the standpoint of democratic control, and the education of public opinion, the British royal commission or committee of enquiry is the analogue of the American practice of public hearings. . . . 1X An example of a similar body in the United States is the recent U.S. Temporary National Economic Committee. A useful finding list of royal commission reports has been compiled by A. H. Cole.
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Official and Nonofficial Indexes to the Lords and Commons Papers
The House of Commons Papers were printed as far back as 1641. From 1801 to 1835 some of them were included in the appendix to the Journals, where they could be examined by the public, but they were not put on sale until 1835. King, 1904 -22. 3 vols. Contents: 1801 /1900 . 1904 1901 /10. 1912 1911 /20. 1922 
Non-Parliamentary Publications
The non-Parliamentary group of documents includes among other things, the reports of smaller departments, the reports of department committees, and the minutes of evidence of royal commissions. 16 The subjects with which these publications deal are many and varied. They include agriculture, art and science, national defense, economic and social questions, education, history and archeology, imperial and foreign affairs, medicine and public health, public administration, industry and technology, trade and commerce, transport and communications.
The tendency in recent years has been to transfer documents formerly issued as Parliamentary Papers to the NonParliamentary group. This has been done in response to demands for retrenchment. The following aids have been suggested to the searcher of public papers. Such an index is urgently needed for 11 Horrocks, op. cit., p. 98. 18 Taylor, R. L. Guide to the Serial and Periodical Publications in Great Britain. Parliament. Sessional Papers, 1914 -1933 . Preliminary ed., 1934 (4) 1892-1908, 77 vols. ( 5 ) 1909 to the present date. 21 There is an index for each volume and a general index for each year. T h e debates were privately reported up to 1907, although the government gave financial aid beginning in 1855.
T h e verbatim reports began in 1909, and since that date the debates of the two Houses have been published separately. T h e name of the early reporter and printer, Hansard, is often applied to the whole series. A supplementary series containing the debates in standing committees has been published since 1919. T h e entire set is comparable to the United States Congressional Record and the publications which preceded it.
Papers Dealing with the Day-to-Day
Proceedings of Parliament
T h e Blue Paper which is sent to the homes of the members every morning contains a record of the proceedings of Parliament, business to come before Parliament, questions for oral answer, and much general information.
One 
Divisions.
24
T h e Divisions correspond to the Yea and Nay Votes of the United States Congress.
T h e House of Lords Minutes were printed beginning with 1824 but were not placed on sale until 1854.
Journals of Parliament
T h e Journals are the official proceedings of both Houses. T h e Journals of the House of Commons and the House of Lords were begun in their present form with the record for 1547 and 1509 respectively. T h e y are printed for each session with an annual index at the end of each volume.
T h e printing of the Journals (beginning with sixteenth century records) was first undertaken in the latter part of the eighteenth century. Gen-23 Ibid., Ibid., eral indexes issued in volumes covering periods of approximately ten years each are available for both series. T h e general indexes are very full and are often used instead of the Journals themselves./JThey contain a collection of precedents which are useful in the business of both Houses. 
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